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indexed. Not illustrated. 1847 Excerpt: .walked on foot. The apostles indeed lived in a state of poverty and
persecution, attendant on their particular situation, and the work which they had undertaken: this was their
misfortune, but no part of their religion; and therefore it can be no more incumbent on their successors to
imitate their poverty and meanness, than to be whipped, imprisoned, and put to death, in compliance with their
example. These are all but the suggestions of envy and malevolence, but no objections to those fortunate
alterations in Christianity and its professors, which, if not abused to the purposes of tyranny and superstition,
are in fact no more than the necessary and proper effects of its more prosperous situation. When a poor man
grows rich, or a servant becomes a master, they should take care that their exaltation prompts them not to be
unjust or insolent; but surely it is not requisite or right, that their behaviour and mode of living should be
exactly the same, when their situation is altered. How far this institution has been effectual to the reformation
of mankind, it is not easy now to ascertain, because the enormities which prevailed before the appearance of it,
are by time so far removed from our sight, that they are scarcely visible; but those of the most gigantic size still
remain in the records of history, as monuments of the rest. Wars in those ages were carried on with a ferocity
and cruelty unknown to the present....
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