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the USS Maine s explosion and the war written by soldiers and sailors*Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading*Includes a table of contents"A splendid little war." - John Hay, U.S.
Ambassador to the United Kingdom, describing the war in a letter to Theodore RooseveltIn 1898, one of Spain s
last possessions in the New World, Cuba, was waging a war for independence, and though Cuba was technically
exempted from the Monroe Doctrine because it was already a Spanish territory when the Monroe Doctrine was
issued, many Americans believed that the United States should side with Cuba against Spain.Initially,
Republican President William McKinley wanted to avoid any wars, and for its part, Spain also wanted to avoid
any conflict with United States and its powerful navy. However, Spain also wanted to keep Cuba, which it
regarded as a province of Spain rather than a colony. Cuba was very important to the Spanish economy as
well, as it produced valuable commodities such as sugar and also had a booming port at Havana. All the while,
American economic interests were being harmed by the ongoing conflict between Cuban nationalists and
Spain. Merchants trading with Cuba was suJering now that the island was undergoing conflict, and the
American press capitalized on the ongoing Cuban struggle for independence, which had been flaring up time
and again since 1868. In an eJort to sell papers, the press frequently sensationalized stories, which came to be
known as "yellow journalism." During the run-up to war, yellow journalism spread false stories about the
Cuban conflict in order to sell newspapers in the competitive New York City market.Despite President...
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