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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 edition. Excerpt: .of direct benefit from treatment, if taken at the onset; and if
Dr. Wilks has failed to do good to such with conium, it must be, we think, because he has not used it properly.
And for the equally limited number of cases in which chorea tends to become an affair of months instead of
weeks, it is strange indeed that Dr. Wilks should for an instant speak of the benefits of iron, while ignoring the
far greater powers of arsenic, which, by the way, is one of the most powerful neurotics in the Pharmacopoeia. It
is when he speaks of the treatment of diseases rather than symptoms, however, that Dr. Wilks seems to us most
thoroughly wrong. He is, in the first place, labouring under an entire misconception. He speaks of the treatment
of mere symptoms, as if it were the great characteristic of recent medicine. Now, it is quite true that the
treatment of symptoms is the prominent characteristic of homoeopathy, as Dr. Wilks remarks. But that is the
very reason, or at least one of the most powerful reasons, why the homoeopathic system has been decisively
rejected by all the representative workers in modern therapeutics. To such men the fallacy of such a system is
obvious, for its method rests upon a diagnosis which is a mere inductio per enumerationcm simplicem. But Dr.
Wilks is in error when he confounds the homoeopathic system of treating symptoms, with the modern practice
of...
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