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indexed. Not illustrated. 1866 Excerpt: .interested in their work. They were briefly examined in reading,
arithmetical tables, and writing on slates, in all of which they acquitted themselves fairly. The copy and exercise
books were creditable. NOEMAL (BOYS). Inspected 30th and 31st March, and 1st and 2nd April. On roll: --Boys,
447, Present: --Boys, 427. The buildings are in good repair, but the arrangements for ventilation are not always
satisfactory, and the accommodation is not sufficient. During the latter part of the year it was necessary to hold
classes continually in the corridors--an arrangement which is open to many objections. The large hall has been
fitted with curtains, so as to divide it at will into four class-rooms, whereby the unavoidable noise and the
tendencies to the distraction of the pupils attention, have been much diminished. The school is well furnished
with the ordinary appliances for instruction. The tone of the boys is good and far from being suppressed. The
attendance is very fairly regular, averaging about 80 per cent.; punctuality somewhat defective, --a certain
number, probably about 10 per cent., came a few minutes late. Towards the end of the year the head master
undertook instruction in drill, and before the year closed good progress had been made. The boys acquitted
themselves with all the usual credit in the various subjects, and in many respects the proficiency was higher thin
at any former inspection; the home-written exercises, in particular, have reached a degree of merit not
observed before. The fifth...
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