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The collapse of communist systems in Europe and the break-up of the Soviet Union have opened a completely
new field for political, economic and social study: post-communism. Since then, several eForts have been made
to explain the quite diFerent outcomes of what has oHen been regarded as a common starting point. This
cannot surprise: the concept of postcommunism itself implies that the similarities between formerly communist
countries overweigh their diFerences, and a comparative study is hoped to uncover the set of theories that
could be applicable to at least most of the region, if not beyond that. But has this approach been successful so
far Or do the current results rather suggest that post-communist studies aHer merely ten years of existence are
lacking behind twenty years already, as it has been put provocatively for the political field Is there a useful way
of comparing the experiences of the formerly communist states, or might such an approach be initially a fraud
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